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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 152: All We Need Is Love?
Romans 13:8-14
January 9, 2022
“Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.”    

Romans 13:8
How practical is Biblical doctrine?
  -more practical than you can ever imagine—

  -the life I live (the lifestyle I adopt) is based on theology…it’s 
      based on what I believe about God!

  -Salvation has implication— that’s what Romans 12-16 is about

   --it’s about the implication of justification by faith in Christ

   --as a Christian, my relationship with God is an eternal 
         transaction with temporal consequences
‘I didn’t go to religion to make me happy. I always knew a bottle of Port would do that. If you want a religion to make you feel really comfortable,
 I certainly don’t recommend Christianity.’    –C. S. Lewis, God in the Dock

“Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.”                  Romans 13:8
 -the one debt that you will always owe— is to love people!       
There is a massive difference between Paul’s exhortation to “love 
one another”, a love that flows from a Christ-centered sacrifice, and the well-intentioned but trite emotional appeal of a man-centered love 
      (Here’s the problem— we cannot, in and of ourselves, 

                                                           love everybody!

      (apart from Christ, apart from the indwelling power of the 

          Spirit of God, it’s not possible to just ‘love everybody!’
“What is the explanation of all the great trouble in the world today? Lust, immorality, vice, theft, robbery, these problems that are filling our newspapers and that are mounting so rapidly that the politicians are really at their wits’ end trying to discover what can be done about them, and on top of that, all the international tension— what is the cause of all these things? The answer is self, selfishness, self-centeredness. So as you tell the modern man or woman, ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself’, you are telling them to do something that they cannot do. Their selfishness makes them incapable of it.”   
                                                                Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
(however— a living sacrifice CAN indeed do this— in fact, 

       that’s what it means to fulfill the law of God…loving your 

        neighbor— everybody!

Jesus had some pretty high views of love— He saw love as: 
  *as the substance of genuine discipleship— John 13:34-35
  *a willingness to sacrifice life— John 15:13 
    (He proved it by living it . . . and His word tells us that we 
          can live it as well— Philippians 2:5-8 
(in its simplest expression, love is obeying the law of God and 
       the application of that Law is universal!
Christian Love Requires Me to Be Honest   Romans 13:8-10

=the primary point is you owe people love— so pay that debt! 

(we have a debt of love that can never be paid off! 
(paying that ongoing debt fulfills the law of God—

    *Love puts meaning into obeying the Law 

    *Love puts morality into obeying the Law

     *Love puts mercy into obeying the Law
Christian Love Drives Me to Be Hopeful    Romans 13:11-12 
 -our great HOPE is the coming of Jesus…therefore we are to be:
    *alert (v. 11) 
    *armed (v. 12) 
Christian Love Demands that I Be Holy   Romans 13:13-14
 -the armor of light IS ‘putting on the Lord Jesus Christ’

 -it is equivalent to, ‘be holy because I am holy’
(to ‘put on Christ’ is to live a sanctified life based in a   

      justified life

And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for All We Need Is Love?
January 9, 2022
The most practical application of salvation is relational. That means relationships with everyone! How does Romans 12 and 13 illustrate this?

In Romans 13:8 Paul tells believers to pay their debts. What is the greatest debt that you will ever have as a Christian? When will you have it ‘paid off’?

How do ‘loving everybody’ and ‘obeying the commands of God’ (the law) relate to one another according to Romans 13:8-14?
Why is it impossible for a lost person to ‘love everybody?’ Is it possible for a Christian to ‘love everybody’? Why or why not? 
What do you think Paul means by ‘put on the armor of light’ in Romans 13:12? How do verses 13-14 help us to understand what he means?
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