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“As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions . . .  12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.”    




Romans 14:1, 12
In Romans 13:8-14, we’re reminded that—

(the one debt I will always have (owe)— is to love people!       (when you love everybody you actually fulfill the intent 
     and purpose of God’s Law!  
        For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: ‘Love 
        your neighbor as yourself.’                            Galatians 5:14
Now, Paul flows right into perhaps the classic challenge to this—
“As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions.”                  Romans 14:1
 -Paul brings up THE specific challenge of loving those whom 
      you disagree with…loving Brothers who can’t quite see 
      something the way you do 

 -the bulk of Romans 14 and 15 address a problem frequently 
      found among Believers— the inevitability of Christians who 
      disagree with one another
“And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let us return and visit the brothers in every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.’ 37 Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John called Mark. 38 But Paul thought best not to take with them one who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work. 39 And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each other. Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and departed, having been commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. 41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.”                Acts 15:36-41
    (the history of the Church shows just how prone we are to 

           disagreements— even to the point of refusing to talk or 
           fellowship with one another!   
  -Paul’s primary concern is how a more mature Christian relates 
      to a younger, less mature Believer [the one that’s not as well 
      grounded or taught in Scripture or in living as a Christian]

The Background to the Bruhaha 
“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God . . . 7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints…”                 Romans 1:1, 7
=Rome had become a kind of melting pot – people from many   

     different cultures mingled together [not unlike today!]
  -so when the gospel came to Rome it came to a complex culture
  -Paul is writing to a growing church with a wide variety of 
       people in the congregation
The Better Way to Live: How to be stronger rather than weaker

A Quick Word of Clarification—
  *to disagree with a brother is not always wrong or sinful
  *it is essential distinguish between Primary & Secondary Issues
      -primary: deals with a central doctrine of the Christian faith     

      -secondary: an issue about which the Bible does not clearly 
            speak…a secondary issue is one I decide by:
              *an inference drawn from biblical principles, or 
              *my personal preference or   *a combination of the 2 
A Quality Word of Exhortation
Accept a Brother because God Has Accepted Me (vv. 1-4)
    -the word ‘opinion’ here is defining for this issue—

    -“Opinion” here is a personal preference regarding a 

           secondary (or non-primary) issue!

    (God accepts people solely on the basis of faith in Jesus   

          Christ— so should we!
Hold my own Convictions under the Lordship of Christ (v. 5-9)
“Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind.”  







Romans 14:5

Resist judging others knowing that God is the Judge (v. 10-12) 
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for When Christians Disagree
January 16, 2022

How does Romans 14:1 – ‘As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions’ – follow logically from Paul’s charge in Romans 13:8-14 to ‘Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law’?

Why do Christians disagree about so many things related to the Christian life? What are the two basic issues behind most of the things over which Christians disagree? How do you correct those two issues?

I said that Paul’s primary concern in Romans 14 is that the stronger brother has the primary responsibility when there is a disagreement among brothers. Why is that necessarily so? What do you see in Paul’s words that verify this principle?

We may not be able to relate to the issues raised in Paul’s exhortation— whether to eat meat or just vegetable and whether to observe festival days or not— but there are numerous secondary issues that we can relate to. As a group identify and discuss contemporary secondary issues in the church that have caused (and to continue to cause) ‘problems’ (that cause us to not ‘accept’ people).

Why is it so critical that we ‘accept’ brothers who differ with us on secondary issues? What exactly does Paul mean by ‘accept’?

How do we reconcile Paul’s exhortation for a stronger brother to ‘not judge’ a weaker brother with Jesus’ charge for us to ‘judge with righteous judgment (John 7:24)? 
