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“We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up . . . welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”   




Romans 15:1-2, 7
“The greatest theologian the church has ever had is the Apostle Paul. But if you change the question a little and ask, ‘Who is the greatest teacher of practical application of Christian truth?’, again the answer is simple . . . the Apostle Paul. This is what makes Paul so extra-ordinary. When ever he gives is deep and profound doctrinal teaching, he always follows it with very specific, concrete, practical application.”                                             R.C. Sproul
The bulk of Romans 12-15 is Paul’s   
  *practical application of the profound doctrine of justification 

          by grace through faith
  *development of what it looks like to be a living sacrifice

Romans 14 and 15 gives us a sustained argument from Paul addressing one specific issue— the very practical issue of loving, living, and serving with brothers who don’t always agree on every jot and tittle of the application of the gospel to life issues
As we’ve worked through Romans 14 and move into 15 you should be seeing yourself . . . 
  -if you are a Christian, you are here!

  -you’re either a stronger brother (sister) …OR

  -you’re the weaker brother . . .   How do I know which I am?
Paul’s Final Appeal
“We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.”                                      Romans 15:1-2
   v. 1 is a reminder of the obligation we have—

   v. 2 is the actual appeal—  ‘Let each of us please his neighbor for 
                                                          his good, to build him up.’                          
=I believe if we’re honest with ourselves— our tendency is to be 

        concerned primarily with ‘Looking out for #1’

  -which makes Paul’s appeal here counterintuitive!

  -which is why (I believe) that Paul has spent so much time 

      developing his argument

We’ve been called to live a godly upright, holy life. To do so in the context of the church rather than live to please myself, I willingly choose to live with others in mind. 
Paul’s Ultimate Pattern

“For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, ‘The reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me.’ 4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”     Romans 15:3-4 
=we have a pattern (an example) already set for us—

    -the example of our Savior . . . and
    -the instruction of Scripture!

(Rom 15:3 is a ref. to Psalm 69, a great Messianic Psalms
       -the Psalm forms a portrait of Jesus Christ— particularly the 

           suffering of Jesus . . . the self-denial of Christ
       -a psalm about Jesus becoming our sin bearer and substitute 
 (we have been given Scripture that we might grow in grace and 
       in knowledge— yes….but also in maturity and in strength 
   (how important is it that you daily feed on the Word of God

   (that we grow together as we work together through Scripture

Paul’s Encouraging Prayer    Romans 15:5-7
   *Paul’s prayer for unity here in Romans 15:5-7

   *Jesus’ prayer for unity in John 17

Our ultimate motivation— the glory of God (repeated 2x here) 

And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for A Simple Way to Glorify God
January 30, 2022
Romans 14:1 through 15:7 is an extended discussion (a sustained argument) about unity in the Body— May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus (15:6). Why is unity in a church such a difficult state to maintain? Or is it? How does Paul address the most obvious difficulty (weaker brothers)?
Paul’s primary encouragement for the stronger brother is two- fold— the example of Jesus and the instruction of Scripture. How does Paul frame Jesus to encourage the stronger brother (think in terms of his Old Testament reference to Psalm 69 and the reference to Hebrews 12 that I mentioned)?

Paul’s Psalm 69 reference not only teaches us something specific about Jesus, but it also teaches us by implication something about Scripture itself. How does this reference teach us that the Bible is ‘profitable’ (to use Paul’s word from Timothy) for:

   *teaching (or instruction) 
   *endurance or perseverance (this, by the way, is one of Paul’s 

         favorite words: he uses it a lot)
   *encouragement

   *giving us hope 
According to Romans 15:6-7 what is the ultimate purpose for unity in the church? How does ‘welcoming’ (or accepting) one another accomplish this?
