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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 156: One More Time
Romans 15:7-13
February 6, 2022
“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs,
9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy,”   
 




Romans 15:7-9a
*How important is it that the Body of Christ ‘be one’?
*Just in case we don’t quite get that no matter HOW different 2   

   Christians are the expectation is that those 2 will welcome and   

   receive one another as Brothers, Paul hits it One More Time!
Paul’s Exhortation: Accept one another despite your differences
“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”                                     Romans 15:7
 -our prompt —‘welcome one another’… 
 -our pattern— ‘as Christ has welcomed you’ . . . 

 -our purpose— ‘for the glory of God’

 -and then Paul hits us with a prophetic picture – a series of OT 
      references to show us the promise of God— Romans 15:8-12
Paul highlights the ultimate difference that keeps so many from 
 ‘accepting or welcoming a brother’ — the racial difference of 
 Jew and Gentile!
A conviction I came to a long time ago:  

  for Christians, racial bigotry, discrimination, prejudice— are 
  simply inexcusable and unacceptable— and here’s why…

    “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
       28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there   

       is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you 
       are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to 
       promise.”




Galatians 3:27-29
‘In Christ…there is neither Jew nor Greek’ – is a racial statement

Nothing brings greater glory to God in this world than when this world looks at the Church with awe as it says—

   ‘How in the world do those people get along with one another? 
    They not only get along, they actually love one another!’
   “God's glory was promoted when Christ received us as sinners. 
      It is further advanced when we, who are by nature sinners   

      and wrapped up in our own concerns, instead receive our 
      brothers and sisters in Christ with warmth and love.”





Leon Morris
Paul’s Explanation: Jesus is the basis of our fellowship
“For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs,
9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy…”  [vv. 8-9a]
  =one, Jesus is the basis of our fellowship  

  =two, God always intended to build one singular family of faith 

      based on the work of Messiah
  =three, that means Jesus’ mission, the mission of the Messiah, 
       the purpose of His coming into this world was to build one 
       Church, one united people— Jew and Gentile together!
There are 4 references here – 2 from the Psalms, 1 from the Law and 1 from the Prophets [the 3 main divisions of the OT]
 (the clear implication = this principle is central, not peripheral 

 (Messiah came for the Jews to save His chosen people, Israel
        but not just Israel
POINT:  the same Jesus who is the great evangelist of the Jews  

     (of the Hebrew people) also is the Messiah of the Gentiles 
*Romans 15:9 quotes Psalm 18:49 
*Romans 15:10 quotes Deuteronomy 32 :43
*Romans 15:11 quotes from Psalm 117:1
*Romans 15:12 quotes from Isaiah 11:10
Paul’s Benediction – Romans 15:13
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for One More Time 
February 6, 2022
Christianity is not merely a faith that I believe, it is a faith that I live. It Is not just doctrinal ‘believing’ it is practical living. How does Paul’s argument in Romans 14-15 illustrate this statement? 

When we talk about being (or becoming) a Christian we typically talk about ‘accepting Christ.’ But did you notice that Paul described the Believer as one who was ‘accepted by Christ’—
‘Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed (accepted) you…’ When did Christ accept the Jew, the Gentile, you? (There are hints in Romans 14:3-4, 15).

Paul tells us that the ministry of Christ was for ‘the sake of the truth of God (‘to show Gods truthfulness’). We could say that Paul then restates that same purpose as ‘to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs. What ‘truth’, what ‘promises’ does Paul refer to here? Who are the patriarchs Paul refers to? 
How is Romans 15:8-9 – ‘Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs,9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy— a summary of Romans 9-11?
What is the significance of Paul quoting from Psalms, Deuteronomy and Isaiah as proof that God intended to save Gentiles through Israel’s Messiah? 
A Bonus Question—

As you follow through these 4 OT quotes in Romans 15:9-12 —
Psalm 18:49, Deuteronomy 32:43, Psalm 117:1, Isaiah 11:10 — you should notice a progression in Paul’s proof. Paul moves from the Psalmist, a Jew, praising God among the Gentiles, to Deuteronomy where Moses calls the Gentiles alongside the Jews to praise God with the Jews, to the Psalmist inviting the Gentiles to praise God on their own, to Isaiah who notes that Messiah (the Root of Jesse) will be the King of both Jew and Gentile. Can you trace that development in those texts?
