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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 157: Pastor Paul
Romans 15:14-21
February 13, 2022
“In Christ Jesus, then, I have reason to be proud of my work for God. 18 For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, 19 by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ;”                                               Romans 15:17-19
The Apostle Paul is simultaneously one of the smartest men to ever live as well as one of the most passionate men to ever communicate truth  

   =he was committed to the details of doctrinal truth while also 
       deeply devoted to the people he teaches
It’s essential to start with the Gospel — to be grounded in the doctrinal truth and the consequence of the Gospel

As he nears the end of this letter, Paul opens up to his readers  and lets us see his heart—the heart of a Godly Pastor! 
The Heart of Pastor Paul
“I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able to instruct one another.”






Romans 15:14
=you might think that Paul would be upset or perturbed with 
    these brothers— not so…. ‘I am satisfied about you. I am 
    confident that 3 things characterize you’— you are:
     *Full of goodness—
        -‘goodness’ – refers to moral or ethical goodness 

           --apart from Christ, indeed, no one is good!

           --but in Christ, the Spirit works and changes that— and the 

                fruit of the Spirit includes: goodness—

         ‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,     

             goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control;”      Gal 5:22-23

    *Filled with all knowledge
       -genuine comprehension of Gospel truth… you not only 
            know the Gospel, you live it!

    *Able to instruct one another
      -they were competent Christians!
Paul writes what he writes here because he—

   -has a heart for them. not against them
   -loves them and longs to see them grow and mature in the faith
   -that’s the heart of a man called to shepherd the people of 

        God— that’s the heart of a godly pastor!

“But on some points I have written to you very boldly by way of reminder,
because of the grace given me by God.”        Romans 15:15
God’s plan for spiritual growth is that we must tell people the great truths of Scripture, and then we must tell them again. 

The Desire of Pastor Paul
“But on some points I have written to you very boldly by way of reminder,
because of the grace given me by God 16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the
Gentiles in the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. “     

 





Romans 15:15-16
=Paul uses an interesting word in v. 16 to express his desire— 
      calls himself a minister who makes a priestly offering 
=POINT:

       -the pastor labors to present his people as an offering to the 
           Lord— the df:  a living sacrifice…not a dead animal

(a Pastor’s job (and his true desire should be)— to get his 

      people ready to go home…to get you presentable to the King!

The Motivation of Pastor Paul    Romans 15:17-21
=the only thing that matters: ‘what Christ has done through me’
=Paul’s motivation— and ours— is the glory of Christ 
=apart from Christ, it’s all just wood, hay and stubble.
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for Pastor Paul 
February 13, 2022
The Apostle Paul is many things— missionary, church planter, theologian, etc. But he is as much a pastor as anything else. How is that so? What have you discerned about Paul personally in Romans? How can a pastor today learn from Paul? What can you learn from Paul?

Paul’s writing pattern is to always begin with theology and proceed to application. We see that in each of his New Testament letters. Why must application (practice) always proceed from doctrinal truth? Or to put it another way, why must how I live proceed from what I believe?

As we saw in Romans 14-15 the church at Rome seems to have had a major issue within the membership concerning certain religious practices. Paul writes this letter, in part, to address that issue.  Why is his counsel focused on the ‘stronger brother?’ What characteristics does he identify in these brothers that would validate his belief that they are indeed ‘strong brothers’ in Romans 15:14?
If ‘no one is righteous, not even one,’ then how can Paul affirm that these Roman Christians are ‘full of goodness?’

According to our passage this morning (Romans 15:14-21) what really drives and motivates the Apostle Paul? How does this reflect the call of a Pastor? How should this shape your understanding of the job of a pastor?

