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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 158: ‘Strive Together with Me!” –

The Missionary Heart of Paul
Romans 15:22-33
February 20, 2022
30 I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf, 31 that I may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, 32 so that by God's will I may come to you with joy and be refreshed in your company. 33 May the God of peace be with you all. Amen.”                                         Romans 15:30-33
In this seemingly mundane itinerary of Paul we see further insight into the heart of the Apostle, as well as, what JV Fesko calls the ‘lifeblood of the kingdom’ flowing through Paul’s plans to carry the gospel to the ends of the earth!  
In Rom 15:14-21, we see a clear portrait of a pastoral heart

In Rom 15:22-33, we see a clear portrait of a missionary heart
      *a pastoral heart longs to mature the sheep – to grow and 

                 strengthen the faith of brothers

      *a missionary heart longs to make sheep – to reach beyond 

                 the flock and bring new brothers into the fold 

“For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you 10 always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God's will I may now at last succeed in coming to you.”                                 
                                                                              Romans 1:9-10  
         Communion, camaraderie, kinship in Christ binds us 
                     together in the cause of the Kingdom!
Paul returns to this theme as he nears the end of the letter—
       these verses provide a glimpse into the way that Paul thinks 
       and they help us to understand why he did what he did and    

       the underlying priorities that guided his life
Note Paul’s Unfulfilled Desire 
“This is the reason why I have so often been hindered from coming to you.
23 But now, since I no longer have any room for work in these regions, and
since I have longed for many years to come to you, 24 I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a while.”                        Romans 15:22-24 
  Paul made mission decisions on the basis of well-ordered 
        priorities

     =his ‘priority’ was those who had never heard

     =his priority was to go where there was no gospel witness

Paul’s Unavoidable Responsibility    Romans 15:25-29
 Paul actively promoted unity by means of shared responsibility 
    in the Body of Christ
   =that is, the church is in this mission together!

   =in this immediate context the unity and shared responsibility 
       centered on financial support of brothers in a difficult 
       situation

Life principle for all Christians— support the Gospel financially!
  =Paul notes 2 things about the giving of these Gentile brothers:
     *they were pleased to do it – saw it as an honor and privilege

     *they were obligated to do it – if you benefit spiritually from 

         those who teach you…then support their ability to continue 

         in that ministry . . . Paul said: ‘You owe it to them’

Paul’s Coveted Necessity    Romans 15:30-33
=Paul proposes his plan of action— and he simply trusts 
      God— His sovereignty … His provision . . . His timing
=Paul covets the one absolute necessity for any one serious   

     about being faithful to the call to make Christ known—
   -that absolute necessity is prayer—

=Needed today:  men and women with a missionary heart like 
     Paul . . . faithful . . . fearless
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for ‘Strive Together with Me!” –

The Missionary Heart of Paul

February 20, 2022
Paul is pretty clear in Romans 15 that his priority for taking the Gospel was to places where “Christ had not already been named.” How do we see this priority illustrated in Paul’s plans here in Romans 15? What was his ultimate priority in this context? How does the church at Rome fit into Paul’s priority?
What do you think of Paul’s priority? How would you apply this priority to our current context? Should we give greater priority to the Unreached, Unengaged People Groups (UUPG)? Why or why not?
   [According to Finishing the Task, there are 218 remaining unengaged, 
     unreached people groups numbering over 5.7 million souls that are still   

     beyond the reach of the Gospel. These 218 ethnic groups are perhaps 
     the neediest of the needy as they are unengaged, which means that no 
     church, no missionary, no mission agency…no one has yet taken   

     responsibility to tell them about Jesus Christ.]
Do you think the average Christian (or average Church) has his/her mission priorities right? Do we even have priorities? 

What about is the area of giving? Paul said that for the Believer missional giving was both a joy and an obligation? Explain these two characteristics. Why is giving a joyful privilege? How is it an obligation?

Paul asks the Roman Christians to ‘strive together with him in prayer’ as he set his plans in motion. What specifically did he ask them to pray? Why this specific request?

