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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 159: Every Leaf, Line and Letter
Romans 16:1-16
February 27, 2022
“I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae,
 2 that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and help her in whatever she may need from you, for she has been a patron of many and of myself as well. 3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well. 5 Greet also the church in their house. . . 16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.”                                         Romans 16:1-5a, 16
I was filled with a pineing desire to see Christ’s own words in the Bible…I got along to the window where my Bible was and I opened it and the first place I saw was the 15th Chap: John— on Christs own words and they spake to my very heart and every doubt and scruple about the truth of Gods word was took right off; and I saw the whole train of Scriptures all in a connection, and I believe I felt just as the Apostles felt the truth of the word when they wrote it, every leaf, line and letter smiled in my face; I got the Bible up under my chin and hugged it; it was sweet and lovely; the word was nigh me in my hand, then I began to pray and to praise God.”          Nathan Cole (1765) 

   -every word of the Bible is significant…and meaningful
   -every passage is ‘profitable’ and worth our attention
   -even a passage filled with the names of people unknown to us

“Romans 16 is far more than a list of names. It is dense with theology and ecclesiology and ethics. But it’s all implicit rather than explicit. It’s contained in words rather than propositions. Consider these examples: Lord, Christ, Jesus, church, sisters, brothers, saints, apostles, Gentiles, elect, holy, loved, firstfruit, servant, approved in Christ—all of them full of God-centered meaning. But Paul now assumes it rather than explaining it. Now is not the time for explaining. The time has come for greeting. And O how much we can learn from these greetings!”                  John Piper
=this chapter gives us a rare snapshot of the early Church 
=it gives us insight as to why it changed the ancient world.
A Personal Glimpse into the Heart of the Apostle
“I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae,
 2 that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and help her in whatever she may need from you . .      Romans 16:1-2
=Romans 16 reveals a different side to Paul—

   -Paul loved and had a real heart for people…and he knew a lot 
       of people!

   -not only does Paul know these names (these people)— he 

       knows something about each one as well 
   -POINT:  this “list of names” highlights the relational nature 
       of the early church… 
    -it highlights the importance of fellowship within the Body
Paul calls Phoebe 3 things—
   =a sister— specifically, our sister— she’s part of the   

          ‘family’— so take care of her as family!
   =a servant— the word servant is the same word that gives us 

            the word deacon
   =a sponsor (a patron)— appears to be a woman of means 

(Paul saw Phoebe as a partner in the Gospel—

A Practical Glimpse into the Heart of the Church

“Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.”   
 -Paul gives us a brief snapshot into the heart of the Church itself    

 -one word sums it up  . . . diversity— in race, rank, and gender!
 -POINT: the church at Rome reflected the culture of Rome

   -this passage shows the far reach of the Gospel— 
Romans 16 gives us a picture of the church the way it ought to be–diverse, multicultural, spanning the human barriers of race, wealth, social class and national background— accepting, loving, serving one another for the glory of God!

And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for ‘Every Leaf, Line, and Letter’
February 27, 2022
The title of this morning’s message is taken from the letters of Nathan Cole, a colonial farmer from Connecticut. The words, ‘every leaf, line and letter smiled in my face,’ were written as a response to his newfound love for the Bible following his conversion. What did Nathan Cole mean? How would you apply them to Romans 16? Do you have this kind of love for the Word of God? What about the difficult and obscure words?
What does this list of names tell you about the Apostle Paul? Keep in mind that  he has never been to Rome and yet he mentions at least 26 people in Rome by name and something about them. How would he have come to know them?
What does this list of names tell you about the church in Rome? Keep in mind the diversity of names with respect to — race, rank, and gender! How should this be reflected in the church today?

Do you think Phoebe was a ‘deaconess’? [Whatever your opinion might be, always support what you believe with Scripture]

