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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 160: Be Careful Who You Kiss
Romans 16:17-20
March 6, 2022
“I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. 18 For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. 19 For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I want you to be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil. 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”                                         Romans 16:17-20
       There are some we can’t greet with a “holy kiss” for the 

        simple fact they aren’t holy people— they’re wolves in 

        sheep’s clothing!

Reality check— the most loving thing you can do for someone is 
   tell them the Truth— not affirm ‘their truth’ but tell them THE   

   truth!

How do we go about exercising ‘kissing caution’—
Be Watchful – Paul’s Plea for Vigilance

“I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them.”



Romans 16:17 
=when Paul says, ‘Watch out’ here—  he’s NOT saying ‘watch 
      out for people outside the church…NO!
  -he’s saying, ‘watch for the troublemakers already in the   

       Church
3 reasons why it’s necessary to be vigilant for troublemakers—
    *they cause division (dissension)— 
       ‘watch out for those who cause divisions…’
    *they bring destruction— ‘watch out for those who . . . create 
               obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught’    
     *they deceive the Brothers— contradict the truth they claim to   

        believe— contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; 
     “But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears 
       the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is 
       an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such 
       a one. 12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those   

       inside the church whom you are to judge?”             I Cor 5:11-12
    I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among   

    you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves will 
    arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after   

    them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not 
    cease night or day to admonish every one with tears.”      Acts 20:29-31 
Be Weary – Paul’s Point of Separation
“… avoid them. For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive.”   




Romans 16:17b-18
 *they are utterly self-centered 
 *they are deceitful 
    -the word “smooth talk” is used to describe a gifted speaker 
          with bad motives—

Be Wise – Paul’s Appeal to Wisdom
“For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I want you to be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil. 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus
 Christ be with you.”                                         Romans 16:19-20
Practically speaking—don’t drink from a polluted well!
(How do I tell if the well is polluted—
    *is it Biblical – does this teaching contradict the Bible?

    *is it Christological – does it glorify Jesus Christ?

    *is it Ethical (moral) – does it promote goodness?
Be Waiting – Paul’s Promise of Victory
“The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”                    Romans 16:20
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for Be Careful who you kiss!
March 6, 2022

In Romans 14 Paul challenged us to be ‘fully convinced in our own mind’ about what we believed even if it differed from another brother but he never said to ‘avoid people.’ Here in Romans 16 we are told to ‘avoid people.’ What’s the difference? Is Paul talking about two different issues?  
When a person departs from the doctrine taught by the apostles Paul sees this as a greater threat to unity than the disunity caused by avoiding such people. How can that be? How can dividing from a false teacher who rises up in the church promote unity in the church? 
Is it possible to ‘go overboard,’ to become so obsessed with spotting doctrinal error that you lose your ability to rejoice in doctrinal truth? Why or why not?
Explain and discuss this assertion— ‘the greater your reputation for obedience, the more damage can be done if you get sucked into false teaching.’ 
The work of Christ destroys Satan in three stages: (1) Satan has been decisively defeated in the death and resurrection of Christ; (2) he is being defeated now by Christ through Christians who live the word of God; and (3) he will one day be thrown into the lake of fire never to deceive or torment the world again. How does this reality help us to understand and to live ‘between the already and the not yet?’
