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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 161: Paul’s Gospel and Ours
Romans 16:21-27
March 13, 2022
“Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.”              
  





Romans 16:25-27
God not only uses Romans to changes lives . . . He uses Romans to sustains lives as well!        
   “I think I have now, by God’s help, discharged my obligation 

     in writing this large work. Let those who think I have said 

     too little, or those who think I have said too much, forgive   

     me; and let those who think I have said just enough join me 

     in giving thanks to God. Amen.”  Augustine, The City of God
=So how do we end? we end where we began— with the Gospel!

  -Rom 1:1 – ‘Paul…set apart for the Gospel of God…’

  -Rom 16:25 – ‘according to my gospel . . .’
   =“MY” gospel (Paul’s gospel) IS the preaching of Jesus Christ
   =Paul’s gospel IS the true gospel
     (what’s ‘your’ gospel?
     (do you have a gospel? Is it THE gospel?
4 specifics of Paul’s Gospel and Ours
The Power of the Gospel

“Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ…”                          Romans 16:25 
 -Paul doesn’t end Romans with a benediction— he ends with 

      a doxology . . . a word of praise—

 -the focus of Paul’s praise, of this doxology – is God, but 

        specifically, the power of God in salvation – 
   -to Him who is able –  [dunamis – inherent power or ability]

   -to Him who has the power in and of Himself — a word that 
        draws our attention to the power of God and by extension 

        the way God has chosen to demonstrate that power to fallen, 
        sinful people— the power of the Gospel 
 (the Gospel is not only the power of God to save you (1:16)

 (the Gospel is the power of God to ‘establish’ you (16:25)

     =establish: to settle you, to give you strength, to make you   

                    unshakable!

“The heart of the gospel is that Jesus Christ, the righteous one, died for our sins and rose again, eternally triumphant over all his enemies, so that there is now no condemnation, but everlasting joy, for those who trust him. You never, never, never outgrow your need for this gospel. You don’t begin the Christian life with this and then leave it behind and get stronger with something else. God strengthens us with the gospel to the day we die.”                          John Piper

The Person of the Gospel
“…according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but has now been disclosed…”                                      Romans 16:25b-26a
=the KEY, the true CENTER of the gospel, the message of the 
     gospel is the person and work of Jesus Christ

=the gospel is a redemptive event that God had been working on 
     from eternity past, but had only revealed fully in Jesus Christ   

=salvation could not fully be understood until and except in 
       Jesus Christ 
The Purpose of the Gospel
“…has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith.”                             Romans 16:26
=the purpose of the gospel is to bring the nations home
The Praise of the Gospel
“to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.”              

  





Romans 16:27
=well, what’s left to say— to the only wise God be glory always! 
And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for Paul’s Gospel and Ours
March 13, 2022

After spending more than 4 years in Romans why do you think this letter has been used so powerfully at various times in history?

Doxology is, technically, the praise that ensues when one holds the proper opinion or thought about God. What is there about the book of Romans that has caused you to want to praise God? How has Romans shaped your ‘opinion’ about God?

In Romans 16:25-26 Paul says that a mystery has been disclosed (revealed) in the gospel. What is the mystery that Paul is talking about? How and/or why was it a mystery?  
Why does a Christian never outgrow the gospel? How is a Christian “established” (strengthened) by the gospel?

As you finish this time of discussion and reflection, pray as a group for the continued application of the message of Romans both on your lives as individuals and in our life together as a church. 

And Furthermore . . . 

A group discussion for Paul’s Gospel and Ours
March 13, 2022

After spending more than 4 years in Romans why do you think this letter has been used so powerfully at various times in history?

Doxology is, technically, the praise that ensues when one holds the proper opinion or thought about God. What is there about the book of Romans that has caused you to want to praise God? How has Romans shaped your ‘opinion’ about God?

In Romans 16:25-26 Paul says that a mystery has been disclosed (revealed) in the gospel. What is the mystery that Paul is talking about? How and/or why was it a mystery?  
Why does a Christian never outgrow the gospel? How is a Christian “established” (strengthened) by the gospel?

As you finish this time of discussion and reflection, pray as a group for the continued application of the message of Romans both on your lives as individuals and in our life together as a church. 
