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Part 168: Jesus and Pilate Round 2
Luke 23:13-25
Wednesday, February 2, 2022
“A third time he said to them, ‘Why? What evil has he done? I have found in him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore punish and release him.’ 23 But they were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. And their voices prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided that their demand should be granted. 25 He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered Jesus over to their will.”                                                                   Luke 23:22-25
Pilate’s Problem

“Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people,
14and said to them, ‘You brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. And after examining him before you, behold, I did not find this man guilty of any of your charges against him. 15 Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing deserving death has been done by him. 16 I will there-fore punish and release him.’ . . .  18But they all cried out together, ‘Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas’— ”                             Luke 23:13-16, 18
=Pilate’s problem is that the religious leaders are not going to let 

      him do what he wants to do (what he knows he ought to do)!
 (Reality:  Pilate’s problem is every man’s problem…and every 

                      man’s problem is— ‘What do I do with Jesus?’  






 (something we need to understand about Pilate— he knows 

       about Jesus…more than he might want to admit

 (Pilate wants to do what’s right . . . he has a sense of duty, but 
      he’s being pressured by the Jews to kill an innocent man
Pilate’s Proposition
“ 16 Therefore I will punish Him and release Him.’ 17 [Now he was obligated to release to them at the feast one prisoner.] 18 But they cried out all together, saying, “Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas!”   (vv. 16-18 NASB)
     -historical sources tell us this was part of the Roman strategy   

     -to occasionally free a prisoner, giving amnesty to somebody, 
          just to appease the Jewish people

       --also helped sustain the Pax Romana, the Roman Peace, so 
            that the peoples Rome conquered and occupied didn’t 
            fight against them all the time
    -so Pilate thinks maybe this is the ‘ace up his sleeve’…offer to 

          execute a notorious thug (one the Jewish leaders, and 

          especially the people, would love to be rid of, under normal 
          circumstances)

Matthew 27:15-23
=Pilate knew about Barabbas because, in all probability, he had 

      been the judge in that case
BTW— the meaning of his name— Bar Abba – ‘son of the father’
Unfortunately for Pilate— his ploy doesn’t work— even with ‘the people’— the fickle, hypocritical, easily misled . . . people
    “Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for 
           Barabbas and destroy Jesus.’               Matthew 27:20
     “But they were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be 
           crucified. And their voices prevailed.”         Luke 23:23 
=Pilate learned what each of us had better letter . . . the problem   

      of Jesus will never go away, at least, not until you decide 
      what you will do with the problem Jesus!
Pilate’s Surrender
“So Pilate decided that their demand should be granted. 25 He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered Jesus over to their will.”                 Luke 23:24-25

Acts 3:12-21

When a sinner is justified in the sight of God, Christ has been made sin for us who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. Christ, the innocent, has been reckoned guilty before God that we, the guilty, might be reckoned innocent and be set free from condemnation. If we are true Christians, let us daily lean our souls on the comfortable thought that Christ has really been our substitute and has been punished in our stead. Let us freely confess that like Barabbas, we deserve death, judgment, and hell. But let us cling firmly to the glorious truth that a sinless Savior has suffered in our stead and that believing in Him the guilty may go free.”            JC Ryle
