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LUKE
Part 170: ‘Do Not Weep for Me!’ (part 2)
Luke 23:26-31
Wednesday, February 16, 2022
“And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. 27 And there followed him a great multitude of the people and of women who were
mourning and lamenting for him. 28 But turning to them Jesus said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.’”                                                           Luke 23:26-28
 “. . . he delivered Jesus over to their will.”    Luke 23:25
   =do these esteemed men really believe it’s in the best interests       

          of the people of Israel to put Jesus to death?
   =John 11:45-53
     (the primary concern of these men— FRUSTRATION and FEAR

       =frustration grounded in unbelief . . . 
       =fear of losing their power / status / control
“During the first century, many messianic pretenders led failed uprisings against Rome. The Sanhedrin feared that enthusiasm for Jesus would spark a rebellion among the Jews and that the Romans would come in and punish the Jews, dissolving the Sanhedrin and destroying the temple. Consequently, the Sanhedrin wanted to preserve its position at all costs, and debate ensued regarding whether the best course of action would be to seek the execution of Jesus. Caiaphas, the high priest, said they should seek His death, for it would be better for one man to die than for all the Jews to suffer Roman reprisal. Yet, Caiaphas said more than He knew. This unwitting prophet was right that it was better for Jesus to die—not for political redemption as Caiaphas thought but to purchase eternal salvation.”     RC Sproul

When you read Luke’s words about Pilate’s conclusion that his only option is appeasement – read them through the lens of John

YET— in spite of man’s self-serving desires and destructive 
     devices, God remains in sovereign control  
Simon of Cyrene and the Price Jesus Pays

“And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus.”     

 





Luke 23:26 
Mourning Women and the Prophecy Jesus Preaches
“And there followed him a great multitude of the people and of women who were mourning and lamenting for him. 28 But turning to them Jesus said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the 
hills, ‘Cover us.’ ”                                                    Luke 23:27-30 
=Luke tells us about these sympathetic, compassionate women—

=and Luke also tells us about Jesus’ interaction with them—

=believe it or not, Jesus is ‘preaching the Gospel’ to them!

  -when you take the whole scene into account what you hear is 

       a message of repentance— a call to repent before it’s too late

FACT—within 40 years of Jesus speaking these words, Rome will 
          brutally destroy Jerusalem and everything these women 
          knew— many would see children and grandchildren suffer 

          unimaginable horrors 

“when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, ‘I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves.’ 25 And all the people answered, ‘His blood be on us and on our children!’ 26 Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.”





Matthew 27:24-26
“Tears of sentimentality and pity are nowhere so much out of place as on Calvary. While resigning ourselves to such emotions, we mistake the Lord Jesus— nay, even degrade Him, and as regards ourselves, miss the way of salvation marked out for us by God. Hence the Savior exclaims, once for all, ‘Weep not for Me!’”                    F.W. Krummacher
Certain Judgment and the Proverb Jesus Pronounces
“For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”                                       Luke 23:31

         “If the innocent Jesus suffered thus, what will be the 

           fate of the guilty?”                       Leon Morris 
