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“Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. . ..”        
                                                                                   Luke 23:32-33
   (the Cross:  in and through Christ crucified God substituted 

         Himself for us and bore our sins, dying in our place the   

         death we deserved to die, in order that we might be restored 

         to His favor and adopted into His family 

All 4 accounts mention the fact that Jesus was crucified with two 

 criminals . . . that ‘He was numbered with transgressors’
  -Luke highlights the singular most important aspect for us— that 
      we deserved that middle cross— that Jesus was indeed our   

      substitute…that this was an atoning sacrifice 

“Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him;
    he has put him to grief;  when his soul makes an offering for guilt,
    he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;
     the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see  and be satisfied;
     by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,
     make many to be accounted righteous,
    and he shall bear their iniquities.
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 
    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
    because he poured out his soul to death
    and was numbered with the transgressors;
       yet he bore the sin of many,
       and makes intercession for the transgressors.”     Isaiah 53:10-12

The Tragedy of a Resistant Heart

“One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, ‘Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!’”                          Luke 23:39
NOTE: his words echo precisely the taunts of the Jewish rulers…

      “And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying,
           ‘He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his 
           Chosen One!’”                      Luke 23:35
 -even the Romans executioners [cruciari] echo the same words—

         ‘The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 
            wine 37 and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’







Luke 23:36-37
      -the Jewish mockery highlighted His claim to be the Christ 
      -the mockery the Romans highlight His claim to be a king 
      -But all of them offer the same challenge to Him—

        “Look, IF you’re who you claim to be, then do the one thing 
            that will prove it to us— come down from that cross.” 
(This first thief is the poster child of hard-hearted resistance to 
       saving grace. 
“There are two kinds of responses to our own personal suffering. First, we can rail against God and say, ‘If You’re such a great and powerful and loving God, why am I in this hellish mess?’ or Secondly, we can acknow-ledge that we are sinners and don’t deserve any good thing and cry out for mercy and help in our time of desperation. The world is full of those who rail against God in their self-righteousness and presume that the Creator of the universe is obliged to make their life smooth. But there are only a few who own up to the fact that God owes us nothing, and that any good can come our way will be due to His mercy, not our merit.”     John Piper
The Necessity of a Repentant Heart     Luke 23:40-43
  -both of the criminals started the same way—  

     ‘The robbers who were crucified with Him reviled Him in the same     

         way.”                                                         Matthew 27:44
  -BUT— at some point, something changed. . .

      *the 2nd criminal rebukes the 1st for his mockery 
      *he repents and asks Jesus to ‘remember me’
       -this is nothing less than a remarkable statement of both
             repentance //faith in Jesus 
       -we deserve what we’re getting . . . Jesus doesn’t

The Love of Christ’s Redeeming Heart

“And he said to him, ‘Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.’”                        Luke 23:43 
