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Part 172: The Death of Jesus
Luke 23:44-49
Wednesday, March 9, 2022
“It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45 while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said,
‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!’ And having said this he breathed his last.”             




Luke 23:44-46
‘Nothing can be of such great benefit to you, in your quest for moderation in all things, than to frequently contemplate the brevity of one’s life span, and its uncertainty. Whatever you undertake, cast your eyes on death.’               Seneca

“Our detachment from death puts us out of line with the perspective of the Bible. Throughout its pages, whether law or history or poetry or prophecy or gospel or letter, death is a fixation far more common than in our lives today. For Biblical authors an awareness of death and its implications for life is crucial for a life of wisdom.”   
                                        Matthew McCullough, Remember Death

With His death on the Cross—
Jesus Received (Took) the Just Judgment of God
“It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45 while the sun's light failed….”        Luke 23:44:45a
 -it’s now ‘high noon’— and something very unusual happens…

 -it gets dark— really dark— an oppressive, ‘unnatural darkness’
(Question— What is this darkness? 
  -Exodus 10— God judges Egypt sending a plague of darkness    

      --this was an act of judgment by the hand of God! 
  -Amos 8 –
   “‘And on that day,’ declares the Lord God, ‘I will make the sun go down 
      at noon and darken the earth in broad daylight.’”      Amos 8:9

   -the day of judgment on Israel, prophesied in Amos is here—  

      BUT it hasn’t fallen on God’s people; it has fallen on His 
      only Son.
  (this darkness is the darkness of the judgment of God  
  (Jesus is absorbing the just judgment of God against our sin

“The darkness meant . . . the judgment of God upon our sin. The punishment though was borne by Jesus so that He, as our substitute, suffered most intense agony, indescribable woe, terrible isolation, and forsakenness . . . Hell came to Calvary that day and the Savior bore its horrors in our place.”               William Hendriksen
=the Cross of Christ – the DEATH of Christ is more about the 

    wrath of God than anything else!  
Jesus Opened the Way to the Presence of God
“And the curtain of the temple was torn in two.”






Luke 23:45
By His death, the New Covenant is officially ratified.
By His death, Jesus opens the way to the presence of God

“But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.”    Hebrews 9:11-13
“Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh,”         Hebrews 10:19-20 
Jesus Changed the Way I Should See Death
“Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!’ And having said this he breathed his last.”







Luke 23:46
-Jesus quotes Scripture with His last spoken words— Psalm 31:5 
-He is saying— Father, I willingly and with authority now lay 
      down My life for My sheep (My people)— and He does so in 

      a way that He is heard!!!

Did you notice—

 =The Romans didn’t decide when He dies, 
 =the Jews didn’t decide when He dies . . .

 =Jesus decides when He dies— He decides when He gives His 
       spirit to God— the Good Shepherd has laid down His life
