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“Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a member of the council, a good and righteous man, 51 who had not consented to their decision and action; and he was looking for the kingdom of God. 52 This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53 Then he took it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, where no one had ever yet been laid.”             
Luke 23:50-53
The reality of death is confirmed in the ritual that we call burial
   -death is a judgment— the consequence of sin and rebellion

   -death is part of the Curse

   -burial is the reality check— the confirmation that death is 

       indeed, real!

“The divine pre-planned, prophesied, and powerfully executed features of the burial of the body of Jesus provide for us some very strong evidence for some very important realities, like the divine purpose of history, like the sovereignty of God in all things, like the authenticity of Scripture, and the veracity of the claims of Christ.  His burial brings evidence, proof of all these realities. For those of you who may struggle with whether there’s a divine purpose in history, whether God is sovereign over everything, whether the Scripture is true, and whether Christ is really who He claimed to be, there is enough in His burial to remove those kinds of questions.”             J. MacArthur

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. . .        -The Apostle’s Creed

   “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 
    Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was 
    buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
    Scriptures,”                          I Corinthians 15:3-4 

A Secret Disciple Goes Public    Luke 23:50-53
  “When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named 
       Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus.     Matthew 27:57  
   “Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also 
      himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate 
      and asked for the body of Jesus.”                    Mark 15:43
    “After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but   

      secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body 
      of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took away his 
      body. 39 Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came

      bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in 
      weight. 40 So they took the body of Jesus….”     John 19:38-40
(How brave was Joseph’s actions?
  1*under Roman law, a man condemned to death had no burial 

        Right (the Romans typically left a corpse to rot on a cross)
  2*Pilate hated the Sanhedrin— they had forced his hand in this   

      matter with Jesus— and now here’s a member asking a favor!

  3*to bury the body of Jesus was to openly identify with Jesus—  
A Savior’s Burial Confirms His Death    Luke 23:52-53 
=all of the Gospel writers give us this simple statement about the 

     burial of Jesus for one simple reason— Jesus really died!

6 Essentials for confirmation of Jesus’ Burial—

  *Luke tells us WHO buried Jesus—

  *Luke tells us HOW it came about—

  *Luke tells us WHERE He was buried

  *Luke tells us WHEN He was buried—
  *Luke tells us WHO attended to the burial of Jesus— 
  *Luke tells us WHAT was done about embalming the body—

=it matters that Jesus really died . . . He didn’t appear to die or

       swoon, or pass out— He physically died  
A Sabbath Observance     Luke 23:54-56
=Jesus is buried on the day of Preparation right before the Sabbath 
     begins— why does Luke include this detail?
  -because it happened that way— it’s historical
  -because Luke is showing us that Jesus’ disciples were obedient 
