 M.B.C. NOTES
LUKE
Part 174: An Empty Tomb
Luke 24:1-12
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“. . . On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 1But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.”             

  



Luke 23:56b – 24:3
    “(Luke’s) Gospel is . . . a presentation of the life of Jesus in    

       such a way that readers can know the meaning of Jesus.”






-James Edwards
Authority in Christian faith is not based on the piety or subjective state of the believer, but in the authenticity of a historical record that can be tested by objective canons of truth. Luke does not base the credibility of his Gospel in religious inspiration, but in the

 presentation of a history that can withstand historical scrutiny.  

                                                            James Edwards 
=what better witnesses to withstand the scrutiny of the   

     Resurrection of Jesus than—

       *a ‘discredited’ religious authority

       *a group of women who were culturally persona non grata 
What would compel someone like Joseph to put everything at 

 risk?  There was only 1 logical reason:  TRUTH

Luke keeps us focused on one basic fact—the fact of the empty      tomb and their complete and utter shock
    -they did NOT expect to find the stone rolled away
    -they did NOT expect an empty tomb— no one did!

    -this is the focus of Luke’s story 
       *what they did find— the stone rolled away

       *what they did NOT find— the body of Jesus
“And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, ‘Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.’ 8 And they remembered his words…”     Luke 24:5-8
=as they stand there in shock— 2 angels appear and do 2 things:

  *chastise them for ‘seeking the living among the dead’

  *remind them of something Jesus Himself had told them

What do you do when you find out the greatest news you’ve ever heard (or will hear)? What do you do?  You tell it!
“and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all 
the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of 
James and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles,
11 but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. “






                Luke 24:9-11
             The very first skeptics of the resurrection of Jesus 

                             were the ones closest to Him!
‘an idle tale’ –  ‘used to describe the speech of someone delirious   

       from a fever’ - non-sense…ridiculous speech…crazy talk

(the disciples’ reaction was consistent with the cultural view of 
     women in that day—of their testimony or witness 
  -the whole foundation of Christianity—the doctrine of the 
     Resurrection—  was based on the testimony of . . . 
       “half-frantic… self-deceived women” (Celsus) 
And even the Jesus’ very own disciples had their doubts—

“But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened.”             

  



Luke 24:12
=good-ole Peter . . . and Peter marvels…
  -the word is thaumadzo –  we get the word ‘traumatize’ from it

  -amazed . . . marveled . . . stunned…in shock
=at this point, in the early morning hours that Sunday, Scripture   

     lays out their unbelief. Why? . . . to dispel any theory that they 
      invented a resurrection because they wanted it so badly 
