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Part 175: On the Road to Emmaus (part 1)
Luke 24:13-
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“That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, ‘What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?’ And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?’ 19 And he said to them, ‘What things?’ . . .”   
                                                                                         Luke 24:13-19a

“This passage is too wonderful for words . . . but we must try to do it justice.”                  Tim Keller

The Setting of a Remarkable Conversation

“That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened.”                        Luke 24:13-14
=it’s still that same day, Resurrection Day, Sunday—

   *we’ve had the discovery of the empty tomb but no Jesus… 
   *we have Jesus appearing but without recognition…

   *we will have Jesus appearing with immediate recognition

=2 ‘disciples’ are walking home to Emmaus— a town 7 miles 

      away from Jerusalem…
        “And he said to them, ‘What is this conversation that you are holding with 
           each other as you walk?’”      Luke 24:17 (ESV) 
      -conversation:  “to throw back and forth; to exchange views 
             on a subject’— they’re trying to figure things out!

     *these men, like the women, loved the Lord Jesus Christ!
     *they not only knew about the things that had happened…they 
            had been thinking about the meaning of it all

     *they never had put it all together . . . they had failed to 
           connect the dots!
The Shock of a Surprising Question      Luke 24:15-21 
Luke highlights several things about this exchange—

*these Emmaus Road disciples are very sad—

      -Luke actually tells you, “They stood still, looking sad” – they 
           looked sad because they were sad…really bummed out!

*these Emmaus Road disciples are badly shaken—

  -they were in shock—
       *how could they have been so wrong about Jesus

       *and now— how could this ‘Stranger’ not know what had 

           happened? . . .

Actually – the greatest shock was their own unbelief!

  -the real problem was the same as the women and the 11 and 

      most people today— failure to believe the Word of God
*these Emmaus Road disciples (like all of us) need grace—

=their failure to recognize Him is not a human phenomenon— it’s 
     a God thing!!

         “But their eyes were kept from recognizing him.”    Luke 24:16 
         “And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he 
              vanished from their sight.”             Luke 24:31
POINT: both their lack of understanding and their subsequent recognition are due to divine agency— to revelation! 
  =Luke is reminding us of the necessity of grace when it comes to 

       recognizing who Jesus is and confessing Him as Lord

The Real Point of the Emmaus Road Story—

  -it was crucial in God’s plan and in Jesus’ design that they 
      not recognize who was talking to them— so that He could 
      take them to the Book!
  -it’s not until He takes them to the Scriptures that they get it!
It’s essential that we understand and have confidence in the Word of God— that’s where we find faith and hope and joy!
  =that’s where we find Jesus!
  =that’s where we find life!
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