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Luke 24:33-43
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“As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, ‘Peace to you!’ 37 But they were startled and frightened and
thought they saw a spirit. 38 And he said to them, ‘Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41 And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling...”
                                                                                          Luke 24:36-41a
“Christian belief in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ has never seemed credible to society, right from the time of the first believers to the present day. People sometimes say that we can’t believe that sort of thing in this day and age, not with what we now know about the world. But it was no less absurd 2,000 years ago. People in the ancient world also knew that dead bodies did not physically rise. It was as counter-intuitive then as now. That dead bodies reman dead is not a modern discovery. It wasn’t that Christianity arose in an age that was particularly gullible. Our problem with credibility is not a new one.”   
                                                         Sam Allberry, Lifted
The foundational // core truth of the Gospel is the Resurrection—
 (if the resurrection is true, Christianity is true…. 
 (If the resurrection is disproven, Christianity collapses….    
 (Salvation comes by believing in the resurrection!!

     “But what does it [righteousness based on faith— Rom 10:6)] say? ‘The 
       word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart’ (that is, the word   

       of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth 
       that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
        the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is   

        justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.”   
                                                                                 Romans 10:8-10 
All 4 of the gospels include the initial unbelief of the disciples—  
  -one of the arguments against the resurrection will be, that His   

    followers wanted it to happen so badly that they virtually   

    actualized it in their own minds— it was as if it happened 
     because they wanted it so badly! 
A Consistent Reaction in Recognizing the Risen Christ   24:33-35
    *it was dangerous as disciples to go back to Jerusalem

    *it was dangerous for anyone to travel at night— 

    *but that was irrelevant to them…this could not wait!

 “gathered together” – “they’ve been gathered together” 
    =before they can speak— the 11 relay the latest …

        “Truly He has risen…indeed He is risen…It is true!’

    =this 1 of 2 uses of the word ‘ontos’ by Luke—

       *23:47— the Centurion said, ‘Truly this man was righteous’

       *24:34— the 11 say, ‘Truly He is risen’
           -this is Luke’s way of saying— ‘this verifies that Messiah 

                MUST suffer and die and then be raised . . . this is the 

                heart of the gospel!’

  =also Luke here gives us the ONLY mention in the 4 gospel 

       accounts of Jesus appearing separately to Simon Peter!
A Confirmation from the Risen Christ      Luke 24:36-43 
   (The resurrection, glorified body of Christ was adaptable. It 
          could be all glorious (He will light up the New Jerusalem!)    

        -but it wasn’t that way here— what ‘shocks’ and frightens 
           them here is the fact that Jesus was suddenly there

What is needed is proof— convincing proof—
  -and that’s what Jesus gives them!

  -He begins with, what is in essence, a rhetorical question—
  -He continues with an invitation— ‘look at the evidence’ 

=the most interesting verse in this passage— v. 41

‘And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling…’ 
   -‘Something is too good to be true’ 
   -“Pinch me’ – it’s not possible, it’s not expected; but here it is!
        (reminds me of Acts 12— Peter set free from prison by an 

             angel …

*Jesus offers them one more aide – let’s eat (v. 42-43)
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