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“And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple blessing God.”    Luke 24:50-53
As Luke comes to the end of his story— the last item in his story is the event we know as ‘the Ascension of Jesus’

  =what exactly is the Ascension and how important is it?

“For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by himself, 14 saying, ‘Surely I will bless you and multiply you.’ 15 And thus Abraham, having patiently waited, obtained the promise. 16 For people swear by something greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for confirmation. 17 So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. 19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.”                Hebrews 6:13-20
 *Matthew doesn’t actually mention it—

 *Mark tells us that Jesus ascended— barely—

        “So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up 

            into heaven . . .”           Mark 16:19a  
     --but then he adds a significant detail— 
             “…and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went 
               out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them 
               and confirmed the message by accompanying signs.”     
                                                                                   Mark 16:19-20
 *John doesn’t mention the Ascension as a narrative event—
    --However, he does mention the Ascension as an impending 

         event with Mary Magdalene—John 20:16-18
Luke is the one who gives the actual ascension event— and he does so in a double barrel account—

       “And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed 
          them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up   

          into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with 
          great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple blessing God.”    

Luke 24:50-53
       “And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was 
          lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they   

          were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them 

          in white robes, 11 and said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand 

          looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 
          heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’”






Acts 1:9-11
The Ascension Declares ‘Mission Accomplished!’
=the mere fact of His departure is a declaration that He had 

     completed His earthly mission . . . that the task behind the 
      Incarnation has indeed been accomplished!
Jesus ascended— where did He go? where is heaven?      

(heaven is closer than we realize— one breath away!

  -BUT— that’s not the point of the Ascension—

    =it’s not the spatial geography that we need to see…

    =it’s the specific theology that we need to see
       -the Ascension says that the task of the Incarnation has been 

         completed— that reason God became man— has been met!
   =why did God become man— one word— identification!

Hebrews 2:9-18
Why does Jesus’ departure give the disciples such joy?

 =HOW the gospel of Luke begins—  Luke 1:5-10 
=HOW does the gospel of Luke end— Luke 24:52-53
    -Luke begins with a series of godly people crying out to God in 
         song and prayer for His salvation to come upon His people   

    -Luke ends with godly disciples worshipping and praising God 
         for the salvation that God has sent in Jesus!
The Ascension Declares ‘Mission Accomplished!’
The Ascension Delivers the Promise of God
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