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“They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were
put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated 38 (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground. 39 And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 because God had provided something
better for us, so that apart from us they would not be made perfect.”                             
                                                                                      Hebrews 11:37-40
  
=we are the fruit of the faith and faithful labor of those who have 
  come before us— you are a follower of Jesus Christ (a Believer) 
  because of the faithfulness of someone else 
=there is an unbroken chain— a spiritual pedigree that goes from    
   you back to the book of Acts!!!
    -that pedigree will continue until Jesus comes again! 

“Many of us, myself included, are finding ourselves increasingly drawn to high church traditions - Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy, the Episcopal Church, etc. - precisely because the ancient forms of liturgy seem so unpretentious, so unconcerned with being “cool,” and we find that refreshingly authentic. What millennials really want from the church is not a change in style but a change in substance.”            
            -Rachel Held Evans, Why Millennials Are Leaving the Church

The church doesn’t need to be hip . . . it needs history
  *we need deep intellectual roots  . . . intellectual credibility for 
      when faith is challenged 
  *a robust understanding and deep study of Church history 
  *we need to know WHO we are
      We’re part of something much bigger than ourselves
   
“To maintain that there is salvation within history, or God’s history within  
  and beneath the history of Christianity is really an exercise of faith. We   
  may conclude that the history of the actions of God is chiefly to be   
  recognized in terms of His persistent, even stubborn, mercy among men, 
  and especially in His church.”            L.R. Barnard 
The IMPORTANCE of church history— or why we need to read old   
        books from long dead men— 
   *Perspective – every generation is subject to ‘chronological 
           snobbery.’—  History reminds us that our generation is not 
           the only one to ever live the Christian life.
   *Humility – History’s a humbling discipline 
   *Consequences – actions and ideas have consequences not only 
        for the generation that experiences them but for generations 
        that follow it.
   *New Ways of Thinking – sometimes the most innovative 
      way of thinking is not new at all, but is a rediscovered treasure 
      from the 
   *Spiritual Growth – learning from the words and ways of great 
       men and women of God from the past become aids to growing 
       us spiritually. 

*The Age of Jesus and the Apostles (6BC – 70AD) 
*The Age of Catholic Christianity (70 – 313) 
[bookmark: _Hlk219038239]*The Age of the Christian Roman Empire (313 – 590) 
*The Christian Middle Ages (590 – 1517) 
*The Age of the Reformation (1517 – 1648) 
*The Age of Reason and Revival (1648 –1789) 
*The Age of Progress (1789 – 1914) 
*The Age of Ideologies (1914 – 1989)
*The Age of Global Expansion and Relocation (1900 – ) 

“. . . whichever period of Church history we are studying, it is always worth pausing and reminding ourselves of this: the entire history of the Christian Church is rooted in one central reality – the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. If Jesus of Nazareth had not risen, there would be no Church history . . . the story flows out of the resurrection.”    
                                                -Nick Needham, 2000Years of Christ’s Power 

“With the conversion of Constantine, the Christianization of the empire 
and the imperial interference in the affairs of the church begins. We can detect the fallout of these two developments today.”    
                                -Bruce Shelley, Church History in Plain Language 

Constantine changed everything by his attitude toward Christians—
        the Constantinian Turn 
Theodosius I made Christianity the official religion of Rome 
