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An Augustine timeline . . .
354	 Augustine is born Nov 30 in Thagaste (modern Algeria)
365-69  Studies in Madauros 
369-70   At home in Thagaste 
370-74   Studies rhetoric in Carthage
371-72   his father, Patricius, dies;  his son, Adeodatus is born
373-84   becomes an auditor of the Manichean sect
373        read Cicero’s Hortensius (falls in love with philosophy)
374-83   teaches in Carthage
383        moves to Rome to teach
384        moves to Milan to teach; sits under preaching of Ambrose
385        his mother, Monnica, follows him to Milan
386        Augustine becomes a Christian 
387        baptized by Ambrose at Easter; Monnica dies that Fall
388-89   Augustine returns to N, Africa; Adeodatus dies
391        conscripted into ministry / ordained as priest in Hippo
395        becomes the Bishop of Hippo
397-400  Augustine writes Confessions
413-26    Augustine writes The City of God
430        Augustine dies on August 28 during the siege of Hippo

A question – does salvation (saving faith) occur at a point in time in 
            your life, or is salvation a process that unfolds over time in 
            your life? 
  
Book I – Reflection on His Infancy and Early Education
=book I is primarily an analysis of Augustine's life as a child, 
    from his infancy (which he cannot recall and must reconstruct) 
    through his days as a schoolboy in Thagaste 
=probably the most intriguing thing— 
    -his philosophical//psychological reflection on human origins, 
         will and desire, language, and memory— fascinating!
   -yes, he touches on the doctrine of original sin (ch 6 and 7)     
Book 1 – An Outline
Chapters 1–5 (Constantine pp. 3-6)
   -a magnificent invocation . . . Augustine: 
      *praises the greatness of God
      *celebrates God’s divine attributes 
      *confesses his own sinfulness 

Chapters 6–8 (pp. 6-10)
  -Augustine cannot remember his infancy (who can)…
  -with all of his observation, Augustine pieces together a picture 
        of his physical helplessness and dependence on his mother 
      --but he also concludes (based on his observations of infants)    
           that he (and all infants) are inherently sinful!!!   [6.8]
  -he continues to reflect on his own sinfulness as an infant— 
  -are babies sinners? . . . look at 7.12

Chapters 9–12 (pp. 10-13)
 (9-10) focuses on his sinful negligence of his educational 
        opportunities 
 (11) highlights the deferral of his baptism  11.17
 (12) his gratitude to God for turning to good the mismanagement 
          visited on him by his teachers 

 Chapters 13–19 (pp. 13-19)
 (13-14) meditations on his formal education     14.23
 (15) a prayer that God will use his boyhood studies for  good
 (16-19) an extended indictment of classical education for its
              immoral content . . . 

Chapter 20 (p. 19)
  =a concluding prayer . . . Augustine thanks God for what was 
       good in his education and for the abilities with which God 
      endowed him 

The main themes woven throughout Book 1—
  -longing every human soul possesses to find God / praise him
  -original sin— the principle of sin and movement away from 
       God with which everyone is born
