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“It has been said that all of Western theology is a footnote to the work of Augustine. This is because no other writer, with the exception of the biblical authors, has had more influence on Christendom.… His Confessions is one of the most important autobiographies ever written.”      R.C. Sproul


Book I – Reflection on His Infancy and Early Education

     “But still this man, part of Your creation, seeks to praise You; You    
       inspire in him delight in praising You, for You have made us for 
      Your sake, and our hearts are restless until they rest in You.”     I.1.1

There are three truths here:
   1*God stirs me to take pleasure in praising Him
   2*God does so (He stirs me to seek Him) because He has made 
         me for Himself—
       --we were made to know, to love, to glorify God!
           for You have made us for Your sake
 3*I (my heart) is restless until it rests in Him

“We are not static objects, but dynamic, moving subjects. We are not God’s property so much as God’s lovers. He is not only our origin and our owner, He is also our end, our purpose, our destiny, our identity, our meaning, our peace, our joy, our home. The story of Augustine’s life is the story of a homeless person’s journey to his true home. And when he arrives, he finds both His own identity and God’s. The two always go together . . .”                     Peter Kreeft

Book II: The Sins of Youth or the Not-so-sweet Sixteen
 -Augustine’s focus is on 1 year in his life— his 16th year
 -he refers to that specific year no less than 3x—
        2.2.4     2.3.6     2.6.12

2 main subjects occupy Augustine’s review of his 16th year — 
 *puberty (his libido) 
 *pears  (his theft of pears from a neighbor’s orchard)
     This 2nd Book is an invitation to do some serious meditation on 
        sin, the nature of pleasure, forbidden fruit, and the companionship   
        of fools.
 
  “In my youth I drifted away from You and erred, my God, straying    
    far from Your steadfastness, becoming to myself a desert of dire   
    want.”                                            2.10.18 (p. 29)

Chapters 1- 3:  Augustine and the Lust of the Flesh (part 1)
   *I sought pleasure for myself…
   *I wanted to please others {wants a certain reputation / more 
        concerned with what friends thought}
      
=Augustine is going to tell us more than we care to know, why?
     *a reminder of the grace of God – he was delivered from his 
          obsession with sex (2.1.1)
     *a warning and word of hope for his reader – (2.3.5) p. 22
   
=most significant thing about Book 2 (considering the subject)
   -it’s not what Augustine did physically but how he regards it 
         spiritually— what it did to his spiritual life

 Something we need to note (very relevant for us today)—
   =Augustine lived in a Romanized culture— decidedly pagan
   =sexual conduct and values ran counter to Christian standards  
      -and Augustine knew it . . . 2.2.4 (pp. 21-22) 
   -our culture is remarkably similar today!

Chapters 4-6: Augustine and the Lust of the Eyes (part 2)
=the pear orchard incident is one of the most famous stories in    
     Augustine’s life
=why do we sin?  Because we want to!!     2.4.9      2.6.14

Chapters 7-10: Augustine and the Grace of God  
=thankful for the grace of God that delivered him from his deeds 
      and kept him from doing worse
=a brief thought about the power of peer pressure—2.8.16   2.9.17
