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Augustine’s 20’s (374-383 AD)  Augustine teaches in Carthage 
   -moved to Carthage at age 16-17
   -school in Carthage until 19 (lives in Carthage some 13 years) 
   -there’s a brief period (between school in Carthage and 
       teaching in Carthage) when he goes back home to Thagaste
   -he reconnects with a childhood friend which will greatly 
       impact his life (Book 4 is centered on that event)
 
4.1.1 (p. 44)
Book 4 unfolds according to a threefold pattern….
First, (ch 1–5)  more narrative  & autobiographical in content—
     *Augustine narrates 5 facts about his life during this era: 
      (1) still haven’t found what I’m looking for 
      (2) becomes a teacher of rhetoric
      (3) living with a woman to whom he’s not married
      (4) he was seriously attracted to astrology 
      (5) the death of his closest friend in his hometown 

Second, (ch. 6-15) Augustine gives an extensive meditation and    
       analysis tied to the death of his friend— grief, transience of 
       life, the nature of beauty 
Third (16) –  Augustine talks about reading Aristotle’s The Ten 
       Categories and how it affected his life 

Most important— how these specific things were used by God in 
       his life— how (as a Christian) he came to understand the
       role they would eventually play in bringing him to saving 
       faith

Chapters 1-3 The Search for Deliverance Continues 
   Ch. 1-2 – Pursuing the world and the Manichees
   Ch. 3 – What’s Your sign? Augustine and astrology
           -talks about a physician friend who judged the poetry 
                contest and advised him to leave astrology alone
           4.3.5 (p. 46)
  
Chapters 4-9  The Death of a Friend 
4.4.7 (p. 47)
It’s Augustine’s response to these events that take up the bulk 
        of the remainder Book 4—
and Augustine’s dominant response = overwhelmed by grief to 
     the point of despair

  Ch. 4 – Friendship, Death, and Grief  (3 paragraphs)
      4.4.8-9 (p. 48)
         --his friends death sent him into deep depression….
   Ch. 5 – Meditation on Grief
   Ch. 6 – The Paradox of Grief
   Ch, 7 – No rest for the grief weary – running to Carthage
   Ch. 8 – New ‘friends’
   Ch. 9 – The only friend who cannot be lost
      4.9.14 (p. 51)

Chapters 10 – 12  Death, Life and Transience
   Ch. 10 –  The Necessity of Transience
   Ch. 11 –  The Permanence of God
   Ch. 12 –  The Secret to Life 

Chapters 13 –  15  Augustine’s First Book
   Ch. 13 – On the Beautiful and the Fitting
   Ch. 14 – To Hierius, a Roman orator
   Ch. 15 –  “Not yet . . . humbled”
            4.15.25, 26 (pp. 56-57)
              4.15.27 (p. 58)

Chapter 16 – Aristotle’s Ten Categories
  -4 lengthy paragraphs…the most interesting 4.16.30 (pp. 59-60)
 
A leading theme of the Confessions is that the proud in the world miss the greatest good, while the humble find God. 
