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“I came to Carthage and was immersed in a seething cauldron of illicit loves. I had not yet loved but was burning to experience love, and, consumed by an inner craving, was vexed at myself for not craving more. In love with love, I sought an object of love, but shunned a path that had no snares. I was consumed by hunger, deprived of inner food, deprived of You, my God, and yet it was not for You that I hungered; I lacked all desire for incorruptible sustenance, not because I was sated by it, but the emptier I was the more I disdained it. And so my soul sickened and, covered in pustules, gushed forth, wretchedly striving to be soothed by sensual objects.”                                        3.1.1 (p. 30)

 “I came to Carthage where a cauldron of illicit loves leapt and 
       boiled about me”     (Frank Sheed) 
 “I came to Carthage and all around me hissed a cauldron of 
            illicit loves.”     (Henry Chadwick)

Carthage was no different from just about any American city today— it offered a hormone driven young man . . .
    *fashionable moral relativism
    *unrestricted sex
    *media entertainment [Augustine loved theatre!]
    *opportunities in higher education (especially rhetoric) 
    *pursuit of philosophy
    *a variety of religious experiences (including cults – it’s in 
        Carthage that he becomes involved with Manicheism)

Augustine arrives in the big city— “in love with love”
  -what exactly does he mean? what’s he talking about?
  -we’re created and designed to adore (worship) and if we do 
      not know the true object, we will adore (worship) false ones!
3.1.1 (pp. 30-31)
  ‘My God…My mercy… how much gall did You sprinkle in the 
       Sweetness – enmeshed (enslaved)  in the tangle of misery”
    -what does he mean?
  suffering, especially when it is the consequence of our own 
         folly, foolishness, addiction, idolatry— is a ‘severe mercy’

Why does God let me suffer IF He loves me so much?
  God lets us suffer, not as a punishment— but as an act of 
          mercy!

Chapters 1-3  Augustine’s Early Days in Carthage 
   Ch. 1 – He comes to Carthage and is overwhelmed by a 
                  ‘cauldron of illicit loves’
  Ch. 2 – A passion for stage plays (theatre)
  Ch. 3 – Studies in rhetoric and growing pride 

Chapters 4-5  Augustine discovers Cicero and dismisses Scripture
  Ch. 4 – The profound effect of Cicero’s Hortensius 
  Ch, 5 – Holy Scripture, ‘unworthy of comparison’
       READ 3.5.9  (p. 34)

Chapters 6-10 – Augustine Joins the Manichees
   -What would possible attract someone like Augustine to it?
      “But I disdained the thought of being simple and, swollen with    
         pride, perceived myself as great.”             3.5.9 (p. 34)

Augustine mentions 3 issues— theological/philosophical 
      issues that he could not resolve (or answer)
  *the problem of evil (if God is good why is there evil?)
  *the problem of God (what is God really like?)
  *the problem of morality (is morality relative or absolute?)
3.7.12

Chapters 11-12  A Mother’s Love
  Ch. 11 – Monica’s tears and a vision 
   -his mother was so distraught over his lifestyle and choices
   -she wept over him— prayed for him . . . she believes that God 
         gave her a vision of his salvation— 3.11.20 (p. 42)
  Ch,12 – Monica Seeks an Intervention  
      -Augustine mentions a ‘certain Bishop’ (Ambrose of Milan) 
