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Book V brings us to the end of Augustine’s years in Carthage and his move to Rome in 383 and then on to Milan

“I will speak of my twenty-ninth year openly before my God . . .”  
                                                                                           5.3.3. (p. 62)

Chapters 1-2  Prayer 
   Ch. 1 – The whole creation speaks God’s praise—
   Ch. 2 – God’s presence is inescapable—     
     Let the restless and the wicked depart and flee from You, but still You see 
     them, You pierce the shadows…Where will You not find them? But they 
     fled so that they would not see You seeing them and, blinded, would 
    stumble against You, for You forsake nothing You have created”    
                                                                                       5.2.2 (pp. 61-62)

Chapters 3-7  Faustus comes to Carthage 
  Ch. 3 – Contradictions and Disappointments
  Ch. 4 – The ultimate unimportance of astronomy
  Ch. 5 – Mani’s many mistakes
  Ch. 6 – The not-so-great teacher
  Ch. 7 – The spell is broken 
     {this is (to me) most interesting and very relevant for today}       
        5.7.13— pp. 68-69

“The steps of a man are established by the Lord,
And He delights in his way.
24 When he falls, he will not be hurled headlong,
Because the Lord is the One [f]who holds his hand.”    Psalm 37:23-24

Chapters 8 – 12   Augustine Goes to Rome
   Ch. 8 –  The great escape – going to Rome
   Ch. 9 –  A sickness not unto death
   Ch. 10 – A troubled mind on multiple fronts
         -he knows the Manicheans are wrong— he calls them 
             “deceiving and deceived” (p. 72)
         -he’s attracted to the Greek philosophical Skepticism 
            (Academics) 5.10.19

   Ch. 11 – ‘You can’t handle the truth!’
     -he refers to a man named Helpidius— a Christian he heard in 
            Carthage refute the Manicheans with Biblical arguments
      -the Manichean response:  you can’t trust the Bible (it’s been 
                                                     corrupted)
  NOTE:  that’s the standard argument of both Modernists and 
                  Muslims!
     But the main thing that fettered and choked me, suffocated me, was my 
       conception of those physical masses, smothered beneath which I could 
       not breathe in the air of Your pure and untainted truth.    5.11.21 (p. 74)

   Ch. 12 – Rome, rhetoric, and rascals 

Chapters 13 – 14  On to Milan  
   Ch. 13 – A new job in Milan and the great Ambrose
   “…he then sent me to Milan. I came to that city to Bishop    
    Ambrose, known throughout the world as among the best of 
    men… I was unknowingly led by You to him, so that by him I 
    might knowingly be led to You.”  5.13.23 (p. 75)

   “…in the content there was no comparison, for Manichean 
     delusions led Faustus astray, while Bishop Ambrose soundly 
     taught salvation. But salvation is far away from sinners such 
     as I was then, and yet gradually and unconsciously I was 
     drawing nearer.”                                5.13.23

   Ch. 14 – Learning from Ambrose
    -he initially sees/listens to Ambrose as a rhetorician— 
    -but listening to a man expound Scripture is a dangerous thing!
5.14.24 (p. 76)

Look at the last sentence in Book 5—
I therefore decided for the time being to be a catechumen in the Christian Church to which my parents had entrusted me until a clear light should shine onto the path I was to follow.   (p. 77)
 
