M.B.C. NOTES
MARK
Part 1:  The Beginning of the Gospel 
Mark 1:1
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“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”



                                                         Mark 1:1
“Mark’s narrative is energetic, forceful, unexpected— even shocking. Yet it is at the same time a well-structured, powerful, theological drama that catches the reader up and carries them to a new destination. If Luke’s narrative can be compared to a masterfully conducted orchestra performing in tuxedos in a formal concert hall, Mark’s resembles a flash mob performing the Hallelujah Chorus at the local mall. His story catches the reader off guard, surprising, enthralling, and then transforming them.”
                                                               -Mark Strauss

Note The way each of the 4 gospel accounts begin—

“The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham: 2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers. 3 Judah was the father of . . .”                                                         Matthew 1:1-3a
“Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile an account of the things
 accomplished among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, 3 it seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated everything carefully from the beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive order, most excellent Theophilus; 4 so that you may know the exact truth about the things you have been taught.”                                Luke 1:1-4

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.”                                                   John 1:1 
=Mark writes with a fast-paced, action-oriented style—
=part of the reason = his primary target audience – Roman 
     -his focus is on Jesus as both the Suffering Servant and 
          Son of God . . . both would resonate with a Roman 
There is no more significant word in the vocabulary of a Christian 

      than the word “gospel” – ‘gospel’ can mean several things . . . .

 *Gospel is a genre of writing [as in the 4 Gospel accounts]
    =those four books — Matthew, Mark, Luke and John — tell us
         the story of the life, ministry, death, burial, resurrection and 
         ascension of Jesus Christ 
    =they also help to explain the meaning of the life, ministry, 
         death, burial, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ . . .    

      3 Specific traits of a ‘gospel’ (genre)—

      *the gospels are historical literature

         -they have a history of composition 
         -they are set in a specific historical context 

         -they convey historically accurate information 
            (why is this important to note? 

              Historicity either confirms or denies the truth of 
                Christianity (rises or falls on the historical accuracy of 
                 key gospel events)
      *the gospels are narrative literature

      *the gospels are theological literature

         -they reveal Truth about God  . . . they’re written to persuade 
            the reader that God has made Himself known through the 
            person and work of Jesus Christ

  The gospels have an agenda . . . the gospels are propaganda!

Gospel = historical narrative motivated by theological concerns.   

*Gospel’ (in general) is also something announced / proclaimed—   

      a message

    =in this case, the message proclaimed is the central truth of 
       salvation by God through His grace and through our response 
       of faith to Christ Jesus— the ‘good news’ message of 

       redemption through the propitiatory offering of Jesus Christ 

       for our sins
   =when we read the Gospel accounts – whether Matt, Mark, 

         Luke, or John – we should clearly see the gospel message
