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“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”



                                                         Mark 1:1

 NOTE: Mark, Matthew and Luke are called ‘synoptic gospels’
      --“synoptic” [syn: ‘together’ + opsis: ‘to view or to see’]
      --these 3 “see together” or parallel one another in structure, 
            content, and wording . . .recount many of the same events 
            and teachings of Jesus in a similar chronological flow 
      --YET— each preserves a unique emphasis as well as a 

                                                  unique theological perspective
Why the word ‘gospel’ (Gospel is an English word with a specific 
      meaning) — it’s an interpretive translation of euangellion 
*Gospel is a “genre” (style) of literature—

*Gospel is the message of “Jesus Christ crucified, buried, raised 

       again— and all that this message signifies and implies!

  =the word was a political // military word, used specifically in 
      ref. to an Empire or Kingdom and its victories//expansions

  =commonly used in reports of victory from the battlefield
      *OT (LXX)—  I Samuel 31:8-9 
       -the messenger who delivered the ‘good news’ from the battle 

          field was called the ‘euangellion’
=the Greeks used the word the same way— as a message of good 

       News (victory was won…the enemy was defeated!)
=an example of the way it was used in Roman culture of the early
     1st century = the Priene calendar inscription – it records an 
     edict by the proconsul of Rome and dates to 9 BC — 
   ‘It seemed good to the Greeks of Asia, in the opinion of the high 

  priest Apollonius of Menophilus Azanitus: “Since Providence,   

  which has ordered all things and is deeply interested in our life,   

  has set in most perfect order by giving us Augustus, whom she   

  filled with virtue that he might benefit humankind, sending him as

  a savior [σωτήρ] both for us and for our descendants, that he   

  might end war and arrange all things, and since he, Caesar, by his 
  appearance (excelled even our anticipations), surpassing all   

  previous benefactors, and not even leaving to posterity any hope of 
  surpassing what he has done, and since the birthday of the god   

  [τοῦ θεοῦ Augustus was the beginning of the good tidings   

  [εὐαγγέλιον] for the world that came by reason of him…”
POINT: The Priene calendar inscription demonstrates that the 
    term ‘good tidings or gospel was a political term in Roman 
    culture before Mark or Matthew or Paul 
  =the writers of the gospel accounts— Matthew, Mark, Luke—

      are using familiar cultural concepts to communicate the 
      message of a crucified / risen Savior = the glad tiding!
Another important use of this word in antiquity— Isaiah 52:7
  -this is a reference to God’s final saving act— the dawn of the 

     Gospel of Jesus Christ. How do we know this? Romans 10:14-15
 -Mark understands the coming of Jesus as the beginning of the 
      fulfillment of Isaiah’s message— the heralding of good news~

  The gospels have an agenda . . . the gospels are propaganda!

       John 20:3-31     Luke 1:4     Matthew 1:1     Mark 1:1, 16:15
Gospel = historical narrative motivated by theological concerns.   

How do we know that Mark is the author and who is Mark?

2 important early testimonies to the Gospel accounts—

  *Papias, bishop of Heirapolis – (70-130AD)—

  *Irenaeus of Lyons (130-202AD)

=John Mark was a cousin to Barnabas (Col.4:10)
=early church fathers recognized Mark as a companion of Peter
“Through Silvanus, our faithful brother (for so I regard him), I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it! 13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings, and so does my son, Mark..,”     I Peter 5:12-13 
