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“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet:

‘Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, Who will prepare Your way;
3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness,
   ‘Make ready the way of the Lord,
     Make His paths straight.’’
4 John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea was going out to him, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were being baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. 6 John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist, and his diet was locusts and wild honey. 7 And he was preaching, and saying, ‘After me One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to stoop down and untie the thong of His sandals. 8 I baptized you with water; but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’”                                 Mark 1:1-8

Gospels: historical narrative motivated by theological concerns 

  -they convey accurate historical material about Jesus and 
       explain and interpret these salvation-bringing events  

    =weren’t written to memorialize the teachings of a great leader
    =were written to proclaim the good news of salvation and to
       call people to faith in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord and Savior

Why 4 Gospel accounts of the gospel message?
The primary reason – the Sovereignty of God 
Two practical reasons
*to give a more complete picture of Christ 
*to enable us to objectively verify the truthfulness of each
How do we know that Mark is the author and who is Mark?
 2 important early testimonies to the Gospel accounts—

   *Papias, bishop of Heirapolis – (70-130AD)—

   *Irenaeus (130-202AD)
A Prophecy Fulfilled (vv. 2-3) 
  *John’s Purpose (v. 2) – revealed with 2 OT prophecies

        “A voice is calling, ‘Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness;
           Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.’”    







Isaiah 40:3

       “Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way 
          before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His    

          temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, 
          behold, He is coming,’ says the Lord of hosts.”       Malachi 3:1
  *John’s Preaching (v. 3) – repentance 

A Prophet Revealed (vv. 4-6) 
 *His Message (4b) – 
  -Repentance is about CHANGE –  a change of mind (in the way 

        you think) that results in a change in the way you live life –

           a change in attitude that brings action   
      Repentance, admitting and turning from sin, is essential 
        for salvation! 
“Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, 15 and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.’”                   
                                                                                    Mark 1:14-15

 *His Methods (4a, 5b) – 
     =baptism wasn’t new . . . but John’s baptism was! 
*The Multitudes (v. 5) . 
  -multitudes do not necessarily validate the man or the message!
        John 3:25-30
 *His Modesty (v. 6)
   -John’s focus was on the Lord NOT prosperity or power or 

      position— not a fashion statement but a passion statement!

A Promise Declared (vv. 7-8)  
 *John’s Declaration (v. 7)
 *Our Deliverance (v. 8)  

