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“In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.”                                                    Mark 1:9
Remember— Mark’s account is focused on presenting Jesus as the Servant-King….the one verse that sums up Mark’s presentation of Jesus in his account of the Gospel—

   “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
     give His life a ransom for many.”                         Mark 10:45
So Mark jumps right in and hits us in staccato-like fashion with 
3 quick shots: baptism, temptation, preaching — 3 ‘events’ taken together that highlight ONE specific theme: Submission
    (the submission of the Son in service to the Father
Baptism and the Affirmation of Jesus (vv. 9-11) 
Affirmation (v. 9)
   -by submitting to the Baptism of John, Jesus will affirm both 
      who He is [the Son of God] and what He came to do [be the 

      Lamb of God that takes away sin]

  *Jesus wasn’t baptized because He was sinful// needed cleansing   

  *He was baptized as an act of obedience to the sovereign plan of 
       God—

Anointing (v. 10) – 
   Isaiah 11:1-5

Approval (v. 11) 
 =God the Father proclaimed His approval of Jesus, affirming He 
      was in fact the Son of God! 
     (we are accepted on that basis!!!

     (He will receive us based on His works of righteousness!  
Romans 4:19-25
2 primary reasons for His baptism—

   *Validation – by submitting to John’s baptism Jesus validates 

            it…He sanctions, approves, validates it as legitimate 

   *Identification – He identifies with our need for repentance 

Temptation and the Commitment of Jesus  (vv. 12-13)
The Directive (v. 12)   
     Hebrews 4:14-16
The Duration (v. 13a) 
  -a biblical model (pattern) for testing – 40 days // 40 years
The Difficulty (v. 13a) 
     (the Apostle John (in his 1st letter) shows us that every 
             temptation we face falls into one of these 3 categories: 
“Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 The world is passing away, and
also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.”







I John 2:15-17
The Devotion (v. 13b)  
   -while it may have appeared that Jesus was alone, the angels 
          were there with Him to aid in His season of great difficulty 
   -seasons of suffering . . . times of trial / temptation  . . . days of 

          difficulty— Jesus was not alone! You’re not alone, either!

 “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.”        John 14:16-17
Ministry and the Proclamation of Jesus (vv. 14-15) 
His Arrival (14a) 
His Approach (14b) 
His Appeal (v. 15) – ‘repent and believe the gospel’ 
=the message of repentance and faith has not changed…  

