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“Immediately the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the wilderness. 13 And He was in the wilderness forty days being tempted by Satan; and He was with the wild beasts, and the angels were ministering to Him. 14 Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, 15 and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.’”         Mark 1:12-15
Baptism and the Affirmation of Jesus (vv. 9-11)
2 primary reasons for His baptism—

   *Validation – submitting to John’s baptism Jesus validates it 

   *Identification – He identifies with our need for repentance 

“Jesus was baptized . . . as a repenting soul. His, also, was a baptism of repentance. His, also, was a baptism of the confession of sins. In that hour He repented, He confessed sins, but the repentance was not for Himself, the sins were not His own. In that hour He identified Himself with the multitude who had been thronging out to the baptism, identified Himself with them in the consciousness of sin, in repentance for it, in the confession of it. In that hour of baptism we see the most solemn and wonderful sight of the Servant of God who had come from the silence and seclusion of Nazareth, taking upon Himself the burden of human sin, counting it as if it were His own sin, doing that to which an apostolic writer ultimately referred by declaring: ‘He was made sin.’”  
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Temptation and the Commitment of Jesus (vv. 12-13)
The Directive (v. 12) 
  “Immediately the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the wilderness.”
  -the Spirit ‘impelled’ (drove . . . urged with force)
    --Jesus would face every temptation we face, and do so without 
       sin—  Hebrews 4:14-16
      “The temptation establishes the free, sovereign agency of 
        Jesus, who, like all human agents, must chose to make God’s 
        will his own.”                         James Edwards 
 The Duration (v. 13a) 
    And He was in the wilderness forty days . . .
  -a biblical model (pattern) for testing – 40 days // 40 years
      --Moses was on the backside of the desert 40 years 
      --Israel wandered for 40 years in the wilderness

      --the spies were in Canaan 40 days
The Difficulty (v. 13a) 
And He was in the wilderness forty days being tempted by Satan . . .
 -again— Mark’s account is streamlined— no details are given

 -Matthew and Luke both give us details—
 -a 3-fold trifecta of temptations designed to compromise Jesus

   --he tempted Jesus physically . . . turn these stones to bread

   --he tempted Jesus spiritually . . . a short cut to the Kingdom 

   --he tempted Jesus emotionally//mentally (appeal to pride) . . . 

“Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 The world is passing away, and
also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.”







I John 2:15-17
The Devotion (v. 13b)  
-He was in complete submission to the Father’s plan
=the most interesting thing— ‘He was with the wild beasts’
   *a picture of what Mark’s audience is about to face— 
         persecution and suffering
 “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.”        John 14:16-17
   =we’re never alone in our times of temptation…trials…troubles
   =the Lord will never abandon us in the journey… we have the 
         Comforter within to guide and guard our lives 
