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“They went into Capernaum; and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and began to teach. 22 They were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as the scribes…
28 Immediately the news about Him spread everywhere into all the surrounding district of Galilee.”                                  Mark 1:21-22, 28
Something to keep in mind as you read Mark (or any of the gospel accounts) is the target audience of the writer – 
  *Mark is writing primarily to a Gentile (non-Jewish) audience… 

       particularly a Roman audience—
Why do we need to recognize this?

  =sooner or later you’ll encounter the argument—

     “The gospels contradict each other…not even the gospels agree 

         about Jesus….so how can you trust the Bible?”

  =the gospel accounts do NOT contradict one another—

        -we have 4 accounts from 4 different perspectives of the 
            same historical facts! 

The dominant theme of Mark’s opening chapter— the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ as God's Servant…
   (Mark highlights a contrast between the authority of Jesus and 

          the authority of the Scribes
   (what’s the difference between the authority that Christ shows

         and that of contemporary religious authorities? 
  NOTE: even Jesus recognizes and references the authority of the 
          Scribes to convey God’s word to the people—

         “Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to His disciples, 2 saying: ‘The 
          scribes and the Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of 

          Moses; 3 therefore all that they tell you, do and observe, but do not    

          do according to their deeds; for they say things and do not do them.’”






Natthew 23:1-3
What is Authority— 

(OED)— the power or right to enforce obedience'
(Mirian-Webster)— the power to influence or command thought, 
              opinion, or behavior
There are 2 types (source) of authority—

   *respect – recognition of worth / the right to be honored

   *power – associated with position 

Jesus, Authority, and the Scriptures (21-22) 

 *The Passion of Jesus  (21) 
  “They went into Capernaum; and immediately on the Sabbath He 
    entered the synagogue and began to teach.”
(Mark tells us Jesus is immediately found in the synagogue,          

       teaching the Word, going about His Father’s business 
(Shouldn’t the example of Jesus generate a hunger in us to want   

    to study the Word of God and be found at our Father’s house? 
*The Perception of the Jews (22a) 
    They (the Jews) were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them 
     as one having authority, and not as the scribes.”

  =His authority was evident in 2 ways—

     *in the way He spoke 

     *in the Word He spoke 

      -when Jesus spoke, it was different!

      -His words implied there was no debate—He WAS authority!  

*The Persuasion of the Crowd  (22b) – 
  “They were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one
   having authority, and not as the scribes…
  =not only did they notice the difference (their perception)

  =many were persuaded by Him 

      -the crowd more than the leaders!

Who or what is your ultimate authority… when that authority speaks— you listen?
